THE FANTASTIC
FOUR’S

2 Kgs. 7:3-10




2 Kgs. 7:3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of
the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we
die?

4 If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the
city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also.
Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if
they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.
5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the

Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the
camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there.

6 For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear

a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise

of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king

of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hitt

and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upoh us.




7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their
tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was,
and fled for their life.

8 And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp,
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence
silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it; and came again,
and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went
and hid it.

9 Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a da
of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morni
light, some mischief will come upon us: now therefore come, tha
we may go and tell the king's household.

10 So they came and called unto the porter of the city:

and they told them, saying, We came to the c_am o

Syrians, and, behold, there was no man th_ere, neit

voice of man, but horses tied, and assestied, and tl

tents as they were.




The four leprous men were desperate men.
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Destiny was a hope found
in the hearts of desperate
men. But sometimes, if
they believed strongly

enough, desperate men
could do great things.
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|. FACING THE REALITY

2 Kgs. 7:3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in
of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here
until we die?

4 If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in
the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die
also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the
Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill u
we shall but die.

A. The men faced the reality of their condition =<
they were lepers.

B. The men faced the reality of their c_irclu
they were going to die. |




Psa. 79:11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee;
according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou those
that are appointed to die;

Heb. 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment:

Facing the reality of sin, and the consequences of death, is
the truth that will lead a person to accept the need to
acknowledge one MUST be born again!

Desperation is the door to deliverance whenone is
motivated to turn to Christ! |




Il. FINDING TREMENDQOUS RICHES

2 Kgs. 7:5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the
Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of
Syria, behold, there was no man there.

6 For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of
chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they
said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings
of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, a
their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for the
life.

8 And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp,
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence
silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it;dno

again, and entered into another tent, and carrled then

and went and hid it.




A. Action Produces Results for Greatness

2 Kgs. 7:5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the
camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the
uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no
man there...

8 And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the
camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and

carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went anc
hid it; and came again, and entered into another tent, and
carried thence also, and went and hid it.
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B. Action Produces Results from God

2 Kgs. 7:6a “For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to
hear a noise...”

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left
their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp
as it was, and fled for their life.

"Expect great things; attempt great things," William Care
http://www.wmcarey.edu/carey/expect/

EXPECT GREAT THINGS FROM GOD: ATTEMPT.GREAT
THINGS FOR GOD - when we are in feIIowshl '
Him, doing His will, for His glory! ‘




Jas. 2:20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works
is dead?

Gal. 5:6 “For in Jesus Christ...faith which worketh by love.”

1 Jn. 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us.

Ill. FURTHERING TRUE RELIEF

2 Kgs. 7:1 Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thu
saith the LORD, To morrow about this time shall a measure. of fin
flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a sheke
in the gate of Samaria. ,

2 Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned an

the man of God, and said, Behold, if the LORD WC

windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he saic

thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but.shalt not ea




14 They took therefore two chariot horses; and the king sent
after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see.

15 And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way
was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast
away in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told
the king.

16 And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the
Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, ang
two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word

the LORD.




17 And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned
to have the charge of the gate: and the people trode upon
him in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said,
who spake when the king came down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the
king, saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a
measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to morrow about
this time in the gate of Samaria:

19 And that lord answered the man of God, and said, No
behold, if the LORD should make windows in heaven, mig
such a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shaltsee it wit
thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

20 And so it fell out unto him: for the people «

upon him in the gate, and he died.




A. The Situation was Dire

2 Kgs. 6:24 And it came to pass after this, that Benhadad king
of Syria gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged
Samaria.

25 And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold,
they besieged it, until an ass's head was sold for fourscore
pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for
five pieces of silver.

B. The Shattering of Disbelief

2 Kgs. 7:2 Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned
answered the man of God, and said, Behold, lfthe LORD
would make windows in heaven, might thisdhing

And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it W|th thi

shalt not eat thereof.




17 And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have
the charge of the gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, and
he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came
down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the king,
saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour
for a shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria:
19 And that lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if
the LORD should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be? And
he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat
thereof.

20 And so it fell out unto him: for the people trode upon himiin.the
gate, and he died.

Prov. 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes
hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.




Eccl. 10:12 The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious;
but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself.

C. The Simplicity of the Diligent

Prov. 22:29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall
stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: fc
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and.that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him:




2 Pet. 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of ouf
Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar o
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins:

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to.make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things; ye shall ne
fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be ministered u.n"to yo

into the everlasting kingdom of our Lordd@nd Saviour Jesus Christ.




Unknown to the leprous men, they were God'’s
assistants to provide the proof of the veracity of God'’s
Word, the integrity of God’s man, and the source of
God’s blessings. That day, they were The Fantastic

Four for God’s glory!




Conclusion

Each of us is plagued with the leprosy of sin.

Rom. 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God;

Rom. 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the

world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men
for that all have sinned:




Like leprosy, all sinners must be cleansed.

Mt. 8:2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him,
saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, |
will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was
cleansed.

Mt. 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, t
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

Gal. 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded; all
that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ, mlght
to them that believe.




1Jn. 1:7 “...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from

all sin.”
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Eph. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus un
good works, which God hath before ordained that we shoult
walk in them.




