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I. REVELATIONS CONCERNING ISRAEL’S FUTURE, 

1:1-6:15

A. The Voice of the Prophet, 1:1-6

B. The Visions of the Prophet, 1:7-6:15

1. God Sees, 1:7-17

2. God Speaks, 2:1-4:14

3. God Stirs, 5:1-6:15
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3. God Stirs, 5:1-6:15

a. Implicitly to Convict, 5:1-4

b. Impartially to Condemn, 5:5-11

c. Imperially to Conquer, 6:1-15
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II. REVELATIONS CONCERNING ISRAEL’S FASTS, 7:1-8:23

A. The Question Asked, 7:1-3

1. The Month, 7:1

2. The Men, 7:2a

3. The Mission, 7:2b-3

B. The Question Argued, 7:4-14

1. Their Hearts Exposed, 7:4-7

a. Their Fasting Examined, 7:4-5

b. Their Feasting Examined, 7:6
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b. Their Feasting Examined, 7:6

c. Their Failure Examined, 7:7

2. Their History Explained, 7:8-14

a. The Simple Requirement, 7:8-10

(1) The Simple Do’s, 7:8-9

(2) The Simple Don’ts, 7:10

b. The Stubborn Refusal, 7:11-12

c. The Solemn Request, 7:13-14
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C. The Question Answered, 8:1-23

1. Israel and Her Needs, 8:1-19

a. The Prologue to the Answer, 8:1-17

Zech. 8:1 Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, 

saying,

2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great 
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2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great 

jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury.

3 Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in 

the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of 

truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.

4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old 

women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his 

staff in his hand for very age.
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5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing 

in the streets thereof.

6 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of 

the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be 

marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts.

7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people 

from the east country, and from the west country;

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in 
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Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in 

truth and in righteousness.

9 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that 

hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, 

which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the 

LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built.
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10 For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire 

for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or 

came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one 

against his neighbour.

11 But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the 

former days, saith the LORD of hosts.

12 For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, 

and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give 

their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess 
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their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess 

all these things.

13 And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the 

heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save 

you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be 

strong.

14 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, 

when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, 

and I repented not:
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15 So again have I thought in these days to do well unto 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.

16 These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the 

truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in 

your gates:

17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his 

neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I 

hate, saith the LORD.
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(1) No More Fury, 8:1-2

Zech. 8:1 Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, 

saying,

2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great 

jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury.
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Ex. 20:5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: 

for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation

of them that hate me;

The English word "jealous" derives from the Latin zelus, "zeal."

Webster – jealousy = “watchful or solicitous in guarding or keeping 

– demanding exclusive loyalty” 
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– demanding exclusive loyalty” 

Jealousy is a passionate love expressed by emotional concern for 

reciprocation to the exclusion of all rivals.

Ex. 34:14 For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:
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Zech. 1:14 So the angel that communed with me said unto me, 

Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for 
Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.

2 Cor. 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I 

have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a 

chaste virgin to Christ.

(2) No More Falsehood, 8:3
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(2) No More Falsehood, 8:3

Zech. 8:3 Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will 

dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a 

city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy 

mountain.
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(3) No More Fear, 8:4-6

Zech. 8:4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men 

and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man 

with his staff in his hand for very age.

5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing 

in the streets thereof.

6 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of 

the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be 
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the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be 

marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts.

Lam. 2:21 The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: 

my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword; thou hast 

slain them in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not 

pitied. 
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Isa 65:20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an 
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall 
be accursed. 
21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 
22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, 
and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my 
people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
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people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they 
are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with 
them. 
24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall 
eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the 
LORD.
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(4) No More Flight, 8:7-8

Zech. 8:7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my 

people from the east country, and from the west country;

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in 

truth and in righteousness.

Isa. 11:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 

…Major Message

Isa. 11:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 

set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his 

people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 

Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and 

from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 

12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 

assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed 

of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
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Jer. 30:7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is

even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. 

8 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, 

that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy 

bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 

9 But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, 

whom I will raise up unto them. 

10 Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; 

neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, 

…Major Message

neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, 

and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall 

return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him

afraid. 

11 For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I 

make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will 

I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, 

and will not leave thee altogether unpunished. 
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Jer. 31:7 For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, 

and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, 

and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. 

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them 

from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, 

the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a 

great company shall return thither.

(5) No More Faltering, 8:9
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(5) No More Faltering, 8:9

Zech. 8:9 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be 

strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the 

prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house 

of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built.
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Josh. 1:7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou 

mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my 

servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to

the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 

Hag. 2:4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; 
and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and 

be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and 
work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts:
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work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts:

(Mt. 28:20, Heb. 13:5)
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(6) No More Famine, 8:10-12

Zech. 8:10 For before these days there was no hire for man, nor 
any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went 
out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one 
against his neighbour.
11 But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the 
former days, saith the LORD of hosts.
12 For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, 
and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give 
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and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give 
their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess 
all these things.

(7) No More Foreboding, 8:13

Zech. 8:13 And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so 
will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your 
hands be strong.
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(8) No More Forgetting, 8:14-17

Zech. 8:14 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to 

punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the 

LORD of hosts, and I repented not:

15 So again have I thought in these days to do well unto 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.

16 These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man 

the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and 
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the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and 

peace in your gates:

17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his 

neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I 

hate, saith the LORD.
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Prov. 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are

an abomination unto him: 

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth

discord among brethren. 

Eph. 4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 

with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

b. The Proclamation of the Answer, 8:18-19
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b. The Proclamation of the Answer, 8:18-19

Zech. 8:18 And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, 

saying,

19 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, 

and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of 

the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and 

cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace.
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Lev. 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against 

the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself: I am the LORD. 

34 But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as 

one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye 

were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 

Deut. 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 
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heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

Psa. 31:23 O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD 

preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 

Amos 5:15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish 

judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts will be 

gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.
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2. Israel and Her Neighbors, 8:20-23

a. The International Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 8:20-22

Zech. 8:20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to 

pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many 

cities:

21 And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let 

us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of 
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us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of 

hosts: I will go also.

22 Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the 

LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.
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(1) Whole Communities Will Come, 8:20-21

Zech. 8: 20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to 

pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many 

cities:

21 And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let 

us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of 

hosts: I will go also.
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(2) Whole Countries Will Come, 8:22

Zech. 8:22 Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to 

seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 

LORD.

(See Isa. 2:1-5; Mic. 4:1-5)
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b. The International Prestige of the Jews, 8:23

Zech. 8: 23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall 

come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of 

the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, 

saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with 
you.

(1) The Reality of It, 8:23a
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(1) The Reality of It, 8:23a

Zech. 8:23a “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall 

come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of 

the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, 

saying, We will go with you…”
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Gen. 31:7 And your father hath deceived me, and changed my 

wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 

Lev. 26:26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten 
women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver 

you your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be 

satisfied. 

Jud. 17:10 And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto 
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Jud. 17:10 And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto 

me a father and a priest, and I will give thee ten shekels of silver
by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite 

went in. 

Ruth 4:2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, 

Sit ye down here. And they sat down. 
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1 Sam. 1:8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why 

weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart 

grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons? 

Jer. 41:8 - But ten men were found among them that said unto 

Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures in the field, of wheat, 

and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew 

them not among their brethren.

…Major Message

(2) The Reason of It, 8:23b

Zech. 8:23b “…for we have heard that God is with you.”
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1 Tim. 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity 
out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of
faith unfeigned:
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