Building Bridges

“The Bridges We Build For God ”

Ecc. 9:10a Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might;

James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good,
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
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|. The Poorly Built Bridge

Malachi 1:6-8 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his
master: if then | be a father, where is mine honour? and if

| be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto
you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein
have we despised thy name Ye offer polluted bread upon
mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In

that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. And if ye
offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the
lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor;
will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the
LORD of hosts.




A. Starts with forgetfulness - Mal 1:6 “Where is mine
honour.....where is my fear?”

1. Forgetful of who God is-

Jeremiah 2:32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride

her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without
number.

Jeremiah 3:21-22 A voice was heard upon the high places,
weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they
have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD
their God. Return, ye backsliding children, and | will heal your

backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the
LORD our God.




Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God.

2. Forgetful of what God did-

Judges 8:33-34 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was
dead, that the children of Israel turned again, and went a
whoring after Baalim, and made Baalberith their god. And the

children of Israel remembered not the LORD their God, who

had delivered them out of the hands of all their enemies on
every side:

Psalm 78:7 That they might set their hope in God, and not
forget the works of God, but keep his commandments:




Deuteronomy 6:12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD,
which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage

Deuteronomy 4:9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul

diligently, lest t
seen, and lest t
life: but teach t

nou forget the things which thine eyes have
ney depart from thy heart all the days of thy

hem thy sons, and thy sons' sons

B. Stained with Failures- Mal 1:7 “Ye offer polluted
bread upon mine altar”

1. Failure of Defiling




Ezekiel 4:13 And the LORD said, Even thus shall the children
of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither |
will drive them.

Ezekiel 5:11 Wherefore, as | live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely,
because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy
detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore
will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither
will I have any pity.

Psalms 106:3 Thus were they defiled with their own works,
and went a whoring with their own inventions.




Isaiah 24:5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed
the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with
the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself

Psalms 119:1 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk
in the law of the LORD.




2. Failure of Disrespect-

Romans 1:21-23 Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and

fourfooted beasts, and creeping things

Matthew 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns,
they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and
they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews!




C. Saturated with Frugality- Mal 1:8 “Offer the blind for
sacrifice,...the lame and sick”

Deuteronomy 8:12-19 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full,
and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 13 And when
thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is
multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 14 Then thine
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which

orought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
oondage; 15Who led thee through that great and terrible
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and
drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth
water out of the rock of flint;




16. Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy
fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he
might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 17. And
thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine
hand hath gotten me this wealth. 18 But thou shalt
remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee
power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant
which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 19 And it
shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk
after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, | testify
against you this day that ye shall surely perish

Acts 5:1-3 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira
nis wife, sold a possession, And kept back part of the price,
nis wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and
aid it at the apostles' feet
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Il. The Priceless Bridge

A. Needs Determination

2 Chronicles 2:1 And Solomon determined to build an house
for the name of the LORD, and an house for his kingdom.

B. Noticeably Different

21 So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold: and
he made a partition by the chains of gold before the oracle;
and he overlaid it with gold.

22 And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until he had
finished all the house: also the whole altar that was by the
oracle he overlaid with gold




Conclusion

Gal 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.

Gal 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not.

Proverbs 24: 10 If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.

1 Corinthians 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men,
be strong.

1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.




