


Jas. 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among 

you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in 

your members? 

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and 

cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, 

because ye ask not. 

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 

may consume it upon your lusts. 

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 

friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 

therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 

God. 

5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit 

that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
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(1) The question asked, 4:1

Jas. 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? 

come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 





























Jas. 3:13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among 

you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with 

meekness of wisdom. 

14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, 

and lie not against the truth. 

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 

sensual, devilish. 

16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 

evil work. 

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them 

that make peace.



Original Word: πόλεμος
Transliteration: polemos

Definition: a war, battle, strife.

http://biblehub.com/greek/4171.htm

Original Word: μάχη
Transliteration: maché

Definition: (earlier: a battle, conflict, hence) in the sphere of words, 

etc: strife, contention, quarrel. http://biblehub.com/greek/3163.htm

2 Cor. 7:5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had 

no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were

fightings, within were fears.

2 Tim. 2:23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing 

that they do gender strifes.



Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and 

contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable 

and vain.

Original Word: ἡδονή
Transliteration: hédoné

Definition: lust, a pleasure, especially sensuous pleasure; a strong 

desire, passion.

2237 hēdonḗ (from hēdos, "pleasurable to the senses") – properly, 

sensual pleasure; what is enjoyable to the natural (physical) 

senses. 

2237 /hēdonḗ ("satisfaction of physical appetite") has a strong 

negative connotation, generally referring to pleasure that is made 

an end in itself. That is, the satiation of bodily desires (lusts) at 

the expense of other things. 

[2237 /hēdonḗ is the root of the English terms, "hedonism," 

"hedonistic."] http://biblehub.com/greek/2237.htm



Lu. 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when 
they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

Jas. 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon your lusts.

Original Word: στρατεύομαι
Transliteration: strateuó
Definition: I wage war, fight, serve as a soldier; fig: of the warring 
lusts against the soul.

4754 strateúomai – properly, to contend, fighting like a soldier in 
war; (figuratively) to engage in spiritual warfare. 
http://biblehub.com/greek/4754.htm



2 Cor. 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after 

the flesh:

1 Tim. 1:18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, 

according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou 

by them mightest war a good warfare;

2 Tim. 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 

of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 

soldier.

1 Pet. 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 

pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

Mt. 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.



(2) The question answered, 4:2-4

(a) Their fleshly lusts, 4:2a-b

i. Their wants, 4:2a

Jas. 4:2a “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and 
cannot obtain…”

ii. Their wars, 4:2b “…ye 
fight and war…”

Mt. 5:21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the 
judgment: 
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and 
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 
council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of 
hell fire. 



1 Jn. 3:15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

Prov. 13:10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well 
advised is wisdom.

(b) Their faulty logic, 4:2c-3

i. A failure to pray 
personally, 4:2c 
“…yet ye have not 
because ye ask 
not.”

ii. A failure to pray 
properly, 4:3 “…

Jas. 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon your lusts. 



For us to pray according to Scriptural guidelines, we must be in 

fellowship with the Lord, seeking His will for our lives, and desiring 

Him to work through us for His glory.

1 Jn. 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if 
we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 

that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Original Word: ἡδονή
Transliteration: hédoné
Definition: lust, a pleasure, especially sensuous pleasure; a strong desire, 
passion.

2237 hēdonḗ (from hēdos, "pleasurable to the senses") – properly, sensual
pleasure; what is enjoyable to the natural (physical) senses. 
2237 /hēdonḗ ("satisfaction of physical appetite") has a strong negative 
connotation, generally referring to pleasure that is made an end in itself. That is, 
the satiation of bodily desires (lusts) at the expense of other things. 
[2237 /hēdonḗ is the root of the English terms, "hedonism," "hedonistic."]
http://biblehub.com/greek/2237.htm



(3) Their fatal liaisons, 4:4

i. Their worldliness exposed, 4:4a “Ye 

adulterers and adulteresses, 

know ye not that the friendship 

of the world is enmity with 

God…”

ii. Their wickedness exposed, 4:4b 

“…whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the 
enemy of God.”



1 Jn. 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. 

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of 
the world. 

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

b. The further question, 4:5

Jas. 4:5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 

dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 



Conclusion

1 Pet. 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 

pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul; 
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, 

whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your

good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day 
of visitation.


