
HOW REVIVAL ACTS
Acts 7:17-28



Acts 7:17 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, 

which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and 

multiplied in Egypt, 

18 Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. 

19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil 

entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young 

children, to the end they might not live. 

20 In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding 

fair, and nourished up in his father's house three 

months: 

21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took 

him up, and nourished him for her own son. 

22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 

Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 



23 And when he was full forty years old, it came into his 
heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 
24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended 
him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote 
the Egyptian: 
25 For he supposed his brethren would have understood 
how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they 
understood not. 
26 And the next day he shewed himself unto them as 
they strove, and would have set them at one again, 
saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to 
another? 
27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 
28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian 
yesterday?



I. THE ORGANIZATION

A. The Person, 1:1-2

B. The Proofs, 1:3

C. The Pastor, 1:4a 

D. The Preparation, 1:4b

E. The Power, 1:5

F. The Predicament, 1:6-7

G. The Performance, 1:8
II. THE OPERATION

A. Watching the Ascension of the Savior, 1:9-11
B. Waiting for Empowering of the Spirit, 1:12-26

III. THE OPERATIVES: THE FOUNDING EMPHASIS –
SIMON, 2:1-5:42

A. Testimony, 2:1-47
B. Triumph, 3:1-4:37
C. Treachery, 5:1-42



IV. THE OPERATIVES: THE FORWARDING EMPHASIS –
STEPHEN, 6:1-12:25
A. The First Ministers, 6:1-7

1. Division, 6:1
2. Addition, 6:2-6

3. Multiplication, 6:7

B. The First Martyr, 6:8-7:60 

1. Stephen, the Tremendous Worker, 6:8-15

a. His Divine Enablement, 6:8-14

b. His Divine Ennoblement, 6:15

2. Stephen, the Truthful Witness, 7:1-53

a. His Excellent Approach, 7:1-8

(1) He Talks about Abraham’s Faith 

(2) He Talks about Abraham’s Future

b. His Extensive Appeal, 7:9-50

(1) How Israel Had Treated Their 

Saviors, 7:9-36



(a) Their Rejection of Joseph, the One Who 

Settled Them in Egypt, 7:9-16

i. How Joseph Was Resented, 7:9

ii. How Joseph Was Raised, 7:10

iii. How Joseph Was Revealed, 7:11-16

• The Famine That Brought Them to Joseph, 7:11-12

• The Forgiveness That Bound Them to Joseph, 7:13-14

• The Faith That Blessed Them in Joseph, 7:15-16



(b) Their Reaction to Moses, the One 

Who Saved Them from Egypt, 7:17-36

i. The Fearful Bondage of Israel, 

7:17-19

• The Time, 7:17a “But when the time of the promise 

drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham…”

Gen. 15:14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, 

will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great 

substance. 



Gen. 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: 
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. ... 
7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto 
thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an 
altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 

Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law,



• The Tension, 7:17b-18 “...he people grew and 

multiplied in Egypt, 18 Till another king arose, which 

knew not Joseph.” 

Ex. 1:7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and 

increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed 

exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. 

8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which 

knew not Joseph. 

• The Terror, 7:19

Acts 7:19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and 

evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their 

young children, to the end they might not live. 



Ex. 1:10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they 

multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out 

any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight 

against us, and so get them up out of the land. ... 

16 And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to 

the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it 

be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, 

then she shall live. ... 

22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every 

son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every 

daughter ye shall save alive.

ii. The Foolish Bigotry of Israel, 

7:20-28



• The Savior’s Birth, 7:20

Acts 7:20 In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding 
fair, and nourished up in his father's house three months: 

Heb. 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three 
months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper 
child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. 

• The Savior’s Background, 7:21-22

Acts 7:21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter 
took him up, and nourished him for her own son. 
22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 



Hatshepsut was perhaps the daughter of Pharaoh that 

took up Moses.

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2009/02/Moses-and-Hatshepsut.aspx



• The Savior’s Brethren, 7:23-28

• The Manifestation of Moses, 7:23-25

Acts 7:23 And when he was full forty years old, it came 

into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 

24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended 

him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote 

the Egyptian: 

25 For he supposed his brethren would have understood 

how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they 

understood not. 



• The Mediation of Moses, 7:26

Acts 7:26 And the next day he shewed himself unto them as 
they strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, 
Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? 

Psa. 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell together in unity!

Eph. 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; 
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.



• The Misinterpretation of Moses, 7:27-28

Acts 7:27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 
28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday?

Ex. 2:11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was 
grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their 
burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. 
12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that 
there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 
13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the 
Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, 
Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? 
14 And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? 
intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses 
feared, and said, Surely this thing is known. 
15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. 
But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of 
Midian: and he sat down by a well.



Conclusion

Heb. 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to 

years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter; 

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 

for a season; 

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had 

respect unto the recompence of the reward. 

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath 

of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 

invisible.


