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THE OLD PATHS
Top Five Bible Doctrines




Baptist churches generally teach the following:

1. The Bible is the inerrant Word of God, sufficient for
faith and practice.

2. God is a Trinity in essence — Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

3. Jesus Christ is God manifested in the Flesh being
Virgin Born and Sinless.

4. His Death on the Cross was necessary as a
substitutiary atonement for the transgressions of all
mankind. His Resurrection and Ascension in Heaven
assures all mankind of His ability to give salvation to
whosoever will.



5. One receives Salvation by God’s Grace is delivered
personally by the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ and the Father to
all who repent and believe the Gospel.

6. Each believer has Jesus Christ as a personal Savior & High
Priest to the Father, while being indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

7. Each local Church is independent of any Denominational
Control and is directly under Jesus Christ — The Chief
Shepherd.

8. The Two Ordinances; Water Baptism (observed
immediately after Salvation) and the Lord’s Supper (observed
repeatedly after Salvation) are for Christians only. Heaven and
Hell are literal locations in God’s Creation; Heaven is abode of
our Creator and for all the Saved of the Ages, while Hell and
then the Lake of Fire are reserved for all the Unsaved of all
the Ages.



9. The Great Commission of each local church is to Evangelize
everyone possible here and on each foreign field.

10. Jesus Christ is personally and visibly Returning to Earth to
culminate the works of darkness and deliver each believer
into his and her eternal rewards.

These are general beliefs that are worded differently by each
local church or association of churches. Some of the above
points vary in perception or depth as far as doctrinal
emphasis. Each Baptist church is to “Search the Scriptures”
and Proclaim the Word of the Lord.

Dr. H.L. Champion

President — Baptist.org

http://www.baptist.org/beliefs/doctrines/




|. THE PERSON OF GOD

We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true
God; an infinite intelligent Spirit, the Maker and Supreme
Ruler of heaven and earth inexpressibly glorious in holiness
and worthy of all possible honor, confidence, and love; that in
the unity of the Godhead there are three persons: the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost equal in every divine perfection
and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great
work of redemption.

Ex. 20:2-3; Gen 17:1; | Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:6; John 4:24; Psa.
147:5; Psa. 83:18; Psa. 90:2; Jer. 10:10; Ex. 15:11; Rev. 4:11; |
Tim 1:17; Rom. 11:33; Mark 12:30; Matt. 28:19; John 15:26; |
Cor. 12:4-6; | John 5:7; John 10:30; John 17:5; | Cor. 2:10-11;
Phil 2:5-6; Eph. 2:18; Il Cor. 13:14



Il. THE PRIORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES

We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men
supernaturally inspired; that it is truth without any admixture
of error for its matter; and therefore is, and shall remain to
the end of the age, the only complete and final revelation of
the will of God to man; the true center of Christian union and
the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds,

and opinions should be tried.




1. By "The Holy Bible," we mean that collection of sixty-six
books from Genesis to Revelation which, as originally written,
does not only contain and convey the Word of God but IS the
very Word of God. We believe that God has preserved His
Word (Psa. 12:6-7) throughout all generations, and that the
King James Bible is the inspired, inerrant, infallible Bible in the
English language.

2. By "inspiration," we mean that the books of the Bible were
written by holy men of old, as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit, in such a definite way that their writings were
supernaturally and verbally inspired and free from error, as no
other writings have ever been or ever will be inspired.



Il Tim. 3:16-17; Il Peter. 1:19-21; Acts 1:16; Acts 28:25; Psa.
119:105, 130, 160; Luke 24:25-27; John 17:17; Luke 24:44-45;
Psa. 119:89; Prov. 30:5-6; Rom. 3:4; | Peter 1:23; Rev. 22:19;
John 12:48; Isa. 8:20; Eph. 6:17; Rom. 15:4; Luke 16:31; Psa.
19:7-11; John 5:45-47; John 5:39

Ill. THE DEITY OF CHRIST

We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost
in @ miraculous manner; born of Mary, a virgin, as no other
man was ever born or can ever be born of woman, and He is
both the Son of God and God the Son.

Gen 3:15; Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; Mark 1:1; John
1:14; Psa. 2:7; Gal. 4:4; | John 5:20; | Cor. 15:47



IV. SALVATION BY GRACE

We believe that, in order to be saved, sinners must be born
again; that the new birth is a new creation in Jesus Christ;
that it is instantaneous and not a process; that, in the new
birth, the one dead in trespasses and sins is made a partaker
of the divine nature and receives eternal life, the free gift of
God; that the new creation is brought about in a manner
above our comprehension, not by culture, not by character,
nor by the will of man, but wholly and solely by the power of
the Holy Spirit in connection with divine truth so as to secure
our voluntary obedience to the Gospel; that its proper
evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith
and newness of life.



We believe in God's election grace; that the blessings of
salvation are made free to all by the Gospel; that it is the
immediate duty of all to accept them by a cordial, penitent,
and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of
the greatest sinner on earth but his own inherent depravity
and voluntary rejection of the Gospel, which rejection
involves him in an aggravated condemnation.

We believe that the great gospel which Christ secures to such
as believe in Him is justification; that justification includes the
pardon of sin, and the gift of eternal life on principles of
righteousness; that it is bestowed not in consideration of any
works or righteousness which we have done; but solely
through faith in the Redeemer's blood, His righteousness is
imputed unto us.



We believe that repentance and faith are solemn obligations;
and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the
quickening Spirit of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of
our guilt, danger and helplessness, and of the way of
salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition,
confession and supplication for mercy; at the same time
heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ and openly confessing
Him as our only and all-sufficient Savior.

Eph. 2:8; Acts 15:11; Rom. 3:24; John 3:16; Matt. 18:11; Phil.
2:7; Heb. 2:14; Isa. 53:4-7; Rom. 3:25; | John 4:10; | Cor. 15:3;
Il Cor. 5:21; John 10:18; Phil. 2:8; Gal. 1:4; | Pet. 2:24; | Pet.
3:18; Isa. 53:11; Heb. 12:2; | Cor. 15:20; Isa. 53:12; Heb. 9:12-
15; Heb. 7:25; | John 2:2



John 3:3; Il Cor. 5:17; Luke 5:27; | John 5:1; John 3:6-7; Acts
2:41; Il Pet. 1:4; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:1; Il Cor. 5:19; Col. 2:13;
John 1:12-13; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9.

| Thess. 1:4; Col. 3:12; | Pet. 1:2; Titus 1:1; Rom. 8:29-30;
Matt. 11:28; Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22:17; Rom. 10:13; John 6:37; Isa.
55:6; Acts 2:38; Isa. 55:7; John 3:15-16; | Tim. 1:15; | Cor.
15:10; Eph. 2:4-5; John 5:40; John 3:18; John 3:36

Acts 13:39; Isa. 53:11, Zech. 13:1; Rom. 8:1; Rom. 5:1, 9; Titus
3:5-7: Rom. 1:17; Hab. 2:4; Gal. 3:11; Rom. 4:1-8; Heb. 10:38.

Acts 20:21; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:37-38; Luke 18:13; Rom. 10:13;
Psa. 51:1-4; Psa. 51:7; Isa. 55:6-7; Luke 12:8; Rom. 10:9-11



V. THE CHURCH

We believe that a church of Christ is a congregation of baptized
believers associated by a covenant of faith and fellowship of the Gospel;
observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by His laws; and exercising
the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word; that its
officers of ordination are pastors or elders and deacons, whose
qualifications, claims and duties are clearly defined in the Scriptures; we
believe the true mission of the church is found in the Great Commission:
First, to make individual disciples; Second, to build up the church; Third,
to teach and instruct as He commanded. We do not believe in the
reversal of this order; we hold that the local church has the absolute
right of self-government free from the interference of any hierarchy of
individuals or organizations; and that the one and only superintendent is
Christ through the Holy Spirit; that it is Scriptural for true churches to
cooperate with each other in contending for the faith and for the
furtherance of the Gospel; that every church is the sole and only judge
of the measure and method of its cooperation; on all matters of
membership, of policy, of government, of discipline, of benevolence, the
will of the local church is final.



1 Cor. 12:28, Lu. 6:13, Acts 2:41-42; 1 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 4:11; | Cor. 12:4, 8-
11; Acts 14:23; Acts 6:5-6; Acts 15:23; Acts 20:17-28; | Tim. 3:1-13; Matt. 28:19-20; Col.
1:18; Eph. 5:23-24; | Peter 1-4; Acts 15:22, Jude 3, 4; Il Cor. 8:23-24, | Cor. 16:1; Mal.
3:10; Lev. 27:32; | Cor. 16:2; | Cor. 6:1-3, | Cor. 5:11-13

OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER

We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a
believer; in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
with the authority of the local church, to show forth in a solemn and
beautiful emblem our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Saviour,
with its effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is
prerequisite to the privileges of a church relation to the Lord's Supper;
in which the members of the church by the sacred use of bread and the
fruit of the vine are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ,
preceded always by solemn self-examination.

Acts 8:36-39; Matt. 3:6; John 3:23; Rom. 6:4-5; Matt. 3:16; Matt. 28:19; Rom. 6:3-5;
Col. 2:12; Acts 2:41-42; Matt. 28:19-20; | Cor. 11:23-28



Conclusion

1. A spiritual Church, Christ its founder, its only head
and law giver.

2. Its ordinances, only two, Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. They are typical and memorial, not saving.

3. Its officers, only two, bishops or pastors and
deacons; they are servants of the church.

4. Its Government, a pure Democracy, and that
executive only, never legislative.

5. Its laws and doctrines: The New Testament and that
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6. Its members. Believers only, that are saved by
grace, not works, through the regenerating power of
the Holy Spirit.

7. Its requirements. Believers on entering the church
to be baptized, that by immersion, then obedience
and loyalty to all New Testament Laws.

8. The various churches-separate and independent in
their execution of laws and discipline and in their
responsibilities to God-but cooperative in work.

9. Complete separation of Church and State.

10. Absolute Religious Liberty for all.

* From The Trail Of Blood by Dr. B. H. Carroll
https://theologue.wordpress.com/2014/01/16/fundamental-doctrines-beliefs-of-baptists-by-dr-




Eph. 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For , for

, for )
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 That

, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love,

, Which is the head, :
16 From whom the whole body fitly Jomed together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth,




