
What Revival Looks Like

How Revival Acts

Acts 11:1-18



Acts 11:1 And the apostles and brethren that were in 

Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the 

word of God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that 

were of the circumcision contended with him, 

3 Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and 

didst eat with them. 

4 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, 

and expounded it by order unto them, saying, 

5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw 

a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a 

great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it 

came even to me: 

6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I 

considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and 

wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 



7 And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and 
eat. 
8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean 
hath at any time entered into my mouth. 
9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God 
hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 
10 And this was done three times: and all were drawn up 
again into heaven. 
11 And, behold, immediately there were three men already 
come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto 
me. 
12 And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. 
Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we 
entered into the man's house: 
13 And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his 
house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, 
and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 



14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy 

house shall be saved. 

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, 

as on us at the beginning. 

16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he 

said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 

baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

17 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he 

did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what 

was I, that I could withstand God? 

18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, 

and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the 

Gentiles granted repentance unto life.



I. THE ORGANIZATION

II. THE OPERATION

III. THE OPERATIVES: THE FOUNDING EMPHASIS – SIMON, 

2:1-5:42

IV. THE OPERATIVES: THE FORWARDING EMPHASIS –

STEPHEN, 6:1-12:25

A. New Voices, 6:1-8:40

1. The First Ministers, 6:1-7

2. The First Martyr, 6:8-7:60 

3. The First Missionary, 8:1-40

B. New Victories, 9:1-12:25

1. A Messenger for the Gentiles is Saved, 9:1-31

2. A Man of the Gentiles is Saved, 9:32-11:18

a. Peter’s Movements, 9:32

b. Peter’s Miracles, 9:33-43

c. Peter’s Ministry, 10:1-11:18



(1) How This Ministry was Commanded 10:1-23

(2) How This Ministry was Confirmed, 10:24-48

(a) The Meeting that was Convened for 

Peter by Cornelius, 10:24-33

(b) The Message that was Conveyed by 

Peter to Cornelius, 10:34-43

(c) The Mystery that was Consummated in 

Peter and Cornelius, 10:44-48

i. The Outpoured Spirit, 10:44

ii. The Outward Sign, 10:45-47

iii. The Outright Stand, 10:48



(3) How This Ministry was 
Criticized, 11:1-18

(a) The Accusation, 11:1-17

i. How the Accusation 
was Made, 11:1-3

• How the Great News was Received, 11:1

Acts 11:1 And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea 
heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 

• How the Great News was Resented, 11:2-3

Acts 11:2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they 
that were of the circumcision contended with him, 
3 Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst 
eat with them. 



Gal. 2:11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him 
to the face, because he was to be blamed. 
12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the 
Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. 
13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. 
14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to 
the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, 
being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do 
the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the 
Jews? 
15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 
16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified.



ii. How the Accusation 
was Met, 11:4-17

• Peter Recounts the Story of Divine Constraint, 11:4-12

• The Vision, 11:4-10

• Its Revolutionary Nature, 11:4-9

Acts 11:4 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the 
beginning, and expounded it by order unto them, saying, 
5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a 
vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great 
sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came 
even to me: 



6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I 
considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 
7 And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and 
eat. 
8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean 
hath at any time entered into my mouth. 
9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God 
hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 
10 And this was done three times: and all were drawn up 
again into heaven. 

• Its Repetitive Nature, 11:10

Acts 11:10 And this was done three times: and all were 
drawn up again into heaven. 



• The Visitors, 11:11

Acts 11:11 And, behold, immediately there were three men 
already come unto the house where I was, sent from 
Caesarea unto me. 

• The Voice, 11:12

Acts 11:12 And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing 
doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and 
we entered into the man's house: 

• Peter Recounts the Story of Definite Conversion, 11:13-17

• How Cornelius Received the Guidance of God, 11:13-14



Acts 11:13 And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in 
his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to 
Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 
14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house 
shall be saved. 

• How Cornelius Received the Gift of God, 11:15-17

• It Was an Identical Gift, 11:15-16

Acts 11:15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on 
them, as on us at the beginning. 
16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he 
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. 



Mt. 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but 
he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire:

• It Was an Identifying Gift, 11:17

Acts 11:17 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as 
he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; 
what was I, that I could withstand God? 

(b) The Acceptance, 11:18

Acts 11:18 When they heard these things, they held their 
peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.



Acts 2:38 Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord; 

Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 

Acts 26:20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for repentance. 



Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins. 

Acts 11:18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, 
and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life. 

Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Acts 26:20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do 
works meet for repentance. 

1 Thess. 1:9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of 
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God;



Conclusion

Eph. 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 

Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that 

which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by 

hands;

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 

God in the world: 

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 

are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and 

hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law 

of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 

himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 



16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one 

body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 

17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar 

off, and to them that were nigh. 

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit 

unto the Father.


