
What Revival Looks Like

How Revival Acts

Acts 12:13-25



Acts 12:13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a 
damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. 
14 And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the 
gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood 
before the gate. 
15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 
16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened 
the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 
17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out 
of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto 
James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into 
another place. 
18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among 
the soldiers, what was become of Peter. 



19 And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he 
examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to 
death. And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there
abode. 
20 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: 
but they came with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus
the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their 
country was nourished by the king's country.
21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon 
his throne, and made an oration unto them. 
22 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, 
and not of a man. 
23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he 
gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up 
the ghost. 
24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 
25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they 
had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose 
surname was Mark.



I. THE ORGANIZATION

II. THE OPERATION

III. THE OPERATIVES: THE FOUNDING EMPHASIS – SIMON, 

IV. THE OPERATIVES: THE FORWARDING EMPHASIS – STEPHEN, 

6:1-12:25

A. New Voices, 6:1-8:40

1. The First Ministers, 6:1-7

2. The First Martyr, 6:8-7:60 

3. The First Missionary, 8:1-40

B. New Victories, 9:1-12:25

1. A Messenger for the Gentiles is Saved, 9:1-31

2. A Man of the Gentiles is Saved, 9:32-11:18

3. A Multitude of the Gentiles are Saved, 11:19-12:25

a. The Planting of the Church in Antioch, 11:19-30

b. The Persecution of the Church at Jerusalem, 12:1-23

(1) How it Was Organized, 12:1-4

(a) The Death of James, 12:1-2

i. The Murderer, 12:1

ii. The Martyr, 12:2



(b) The Detention of Peter, 12:3-4

i. Why He Was Imprisoned, 12:3a 

ii. When He Was Imprisoned, 12:3b 

iii. Where He Was Imprisoned, 12:4

(2) How it Was Obstructed, 12:5-19

(a) Human Intercession, 12:5

(b) Heaven’s Intervention, 12:6-17

i. Peter’s Restfulness, 12:6

ii. Peter’s Rescuer, 12:7-10

• The Angel’s Descent, 12:7a 

• The Angel’s Demand, 12:7b-9 

• The Angel’s Deeds, 12:10a 

• The Angel’s Departure, 12:10b 

iii. Peter’s Reasoning, 12:11-17

• What He Decided, 12:11-12



• What He Discovered, 12:13-15

Acts 12:13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a 

damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. 

14 And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for 

gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 

15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly 

affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 

• What He did, 12:16-17

Acts 12:16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had 

opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 

17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, 

declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the 

prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the 

brethren. And he departed, and went into another place.



(c) Herod’s Indignation, 12:18-19

i. The Excitement of the Guard, 

12:18

Acts 12:18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir 

among the soldiers, what was become of Peter. 

ii. The Examination of the 

Guard, 12:19a “And when Herod had 

sought for him, and found him not, he 

examined the keepers…”

iii. The Execution of the Guard, 

12:19b “…and commanded that they

should be put to death. And he went 

down from Judaea to Caesarea, and 

there abode.” 



(3) How it Was Overthrown, 12:20-23

(a) Herod’s Progress, 12:20

Acts 12:20 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre

and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, having 

made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; 

because their country was nourished by the king's country.

(b) Herod’s Pride, 12:21

Acts 12:21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, 

sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them. 

(c) Herod’s Presumption, 12:22-23



i. The Invisible Watcher, 12:22-

23a “And the people gave a shout, 

saying, It is the voice of a god, and not 

of a man. 23 And immediately the 

angel of the Lord smote him, because 

he gave not God the glory…” 

Rev. 13:5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great 
things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to 

continue forty and two months. 

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 

blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in 

heaven.

ii. The Invincible Worm, 12:23b 

“…and he was eaten of worms, and 

gave up the ghost.”



c. The Progress of the Church at Large, 12:24-25

(1) Multiplication, 12:24

Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

• In order to grow and multiply the Word of God must be alive

Jn. 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 

the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life. 

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 

sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing 

asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.



(2) Motivation, 12:25

Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from 

Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and 

took with them John, whose surname was Mark.



Conclusion

2 Tim. 2:8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the 

seed of David was raised from the dead according 

to my gospel: 

9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even

unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 

10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's 

sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation 

which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.


