Rev. 2:12-17




Rev. 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These
things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

13 | know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat
is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even
in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth:

14 But | have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them
that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication.

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans,
which thing | hate.

16 Repent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth.

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.




Scriptural Introduction

Rev. 1:19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

Part One — THE PAST: REVEALING GOD — “...the things which thou
hast seen...” Ch. 1

Introduction: 1:1-3

A. The Significance of the Book, 1:1a-b
B. The Signature of the Book, 1:1c-2

C. The Singularity of the Book, 1:3
|. THE COURSE OF THE AGE, 1:4-6

A. The Blessing, 1:4-5a

B. The Benediction, 1:5b-6




Il. THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, 1:7-8
A. The Eventual Triumph of Jesus, 1:7
B. The Everlasting Triumph of Jesus, 1:8
Ill. THE CHARACTER OF THE AGE, 1:9-20
A. It Is an Age of Individual Witness, 1:9
B. It Is an Age of Instinctive Worship, 1:10-18
C. It Is an Age of Intelligent Waiting, 1:19-20

Part Two — THE PRESENT: REVEALING GRACE — “...the things
which are...” Ch. 2-3

Introduction: The Full Churches, Ch. 2-3
A. The Churches Viewed Practically
B. The Churches Viewed Perennially
C. The Churches Viewed Prophetically




|. EPHESUS: THE FALLEN CHURCH, 2:1-7 (A.D. 0-200)

AT
B. T
CF

ne Faithful Works of This Church, 2:1-3
ne Fatal Weakness of This Church, 2:4-5a

ne Forceful Warning to This Church, 2:5b-7

Il. SMYRNA: THE FEARFUL CHURCH, 2:8-11 (A.D. 200-325)

A. The False Trend at Smyrna, 2:8-9

1. What Was Favorably Accented at Smyrna, 2:8-9a
2. What Was Foolishly Accepted at Smyrna, 2:9b

B. The Fiery Trial at Smyrna, 2:10a

1. The Human Level of the Trial — Its Misery
2. The Satanic Level of the Trial — lts Mystery
3. The Divine Level of the Trial — Its Ministry —

C. The Final Triumph at Smyrna, 2:10b-11

1. Sharing in Christ’s Cross, 2:10b
2. Sharing in Christ’s Crown, 2:10b-11
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http://www.livius.org/pictures/turkey/bergama-pergamon/pergamon-museum-pieces/model-of-the-citadel-of-pergamon-
roman-age/
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The town was noteworthy for three reasons:

First, it was a center for many pagan religious cults, and
emperor worship was more intense there than in any

other surrounding city.

Second, it boasted a university with a large library, second
only to the one in Alexandria.

Third, it was the leader and center of the production of
parchment, which derived its name from the city.




Ill. PERGAMOS: THE FALTERING CHURCH, 2:12-17 (A.D. 325-500)

A. The Faithful Christians in This Church, 2:12-13

Rev. 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two
edges;

13 | know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where

Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not
denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan

dwelleth.
Lo

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&biw=1356&bih=684&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=gu-mW4XYA8HJjwSSy6XgBg&q=two-
edged+rhomphaia&oqg=two-edged+rhomphaia&gs I=img.3...16572.21587..23402...0.0..0.83.749.10......0....1..gws-wiz-
img 0i7i30.kzP6J8TdFIA#imgrc=3YH-sZaPZijSIM




1. Their Loyalty to the Lord’s Person, 2:13a “l know
thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where
Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name...”

e The omniscience of Christ indicated by the word “know:”

Original Word: oi6a
Transliteration: eido

Definition: | know, remember, appreciate.
https://biblehub.com/greek/1492.htm




 The Lord knows the character of the church in Pergamos:
“I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where
Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name...”

Original Word: epyov

Transliteration: ergon

Definition: work, task, employment; a deed, action; that
which is wrought or made, a work.

érgon (from ergo, "to work, accomplish") —
a work or worker who accomplishes
something. érgon ("work") is a deed (action) that carries out

(completes) an inner desire (intension, purpose).
https://biblehub.com/greek/2041.htm




2. Their Loyalty to the Lord’s Precepts, 2:13b “...And
hast not denied my faith, even in those days
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was
slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.”

Mystery Babylon — the connection with Tammuz,
Semiramis, Nimrod, etc. — moved from Babylon to

Pergamos in 133 B.C.
The term ex cathedra = “from the throne”

B. The False Creeds in This Church, 2:14-15




1. The Doctrine of Balaam, 2:14

Rev. 2:14 But | have a few things against thee, because thou
hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught
Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to
eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

 Balaam told Balak that he could overcome the Israelites if
he would involve them in Moabite religious feasts that
included sacred prostitution (Num. 25).

 This would render them unfaithful to God and
consequently subject to His discipline.




e The pagans in Pergamum, likewise, were evidently
encouraging the Christians to join in their pagan feasts,
and the sexual immorality that accompanied those feasts.

By thus participating, some in the church had given tacit
approval to Balaam's teaching.

2. The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 2:15

Rev. 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing | hate.

C. The Fearful Crisis in This Church, 2:16-17




1. How the Lord Warned the Church, 2:16

Rev. 2:16 Repent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

1 Cor. 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not
be judged.

Num. 31:8 And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest
of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and
Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of
Beor they slew with the sword.




2. How the Lord Wooed the Church, 2:17

Rev. 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will | give to
eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and
in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth
saving he that receiveth it.




Conclusion

Jn. 6:48 | am that bread of life.

49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are
dead. s

50 This is the bread which conleth down from heaven, that a
man may eat thereof, and not die.
511 am the living bread which came down from heaven: if

any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the
bread that | will give is my flesh, which | will give for the life
of the world.




