Elijah — A Man Like Us?
Jas. 5:16-18




Jas. 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man avalleth much.

17 Elias was a man subject to like passmns as we are and he
prayed earnestly that |t mlght not rain: and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years and Six months

18 And he prayed agaln and the heaven gave ra|n and the |
earth brought forth her frwt |

The Iast several Weeks We have been focusmg on the subJect
of prayer. Th|s mornlng we W|I| begln a series of messages |
about a man of prayer Eluah that James 5 17 states ..Was a
man subject to I|ke passmns as we are o




We have a tendency to look at a person like Elijah as though
he is in a different spiritual class than we are, yet the Bible
indicates that he was ||ke you and me. The Greek word used
here is as follows: : - |

Original Word ouOLonaGnq

Transliteration: hommopathes =

Definition: of like feelings or affectlons |

Usage: of like feelings, havmg similar pa55|ons and feelings, of

like |nf|rm|t|es (I|ke passmns) https //blblehubcom/greek/3663 htm

Acts 14: 15 And saylng, Slrs why do ye these thlngs? We also
are men of like passions W|th you, and preach unto you that
ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which
made heaven and earth and the sea and aII thlngs that are
there|n _ e SR s _




In James 5:16b, the Bible makes a strong declaration — “...The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much’”
To teach us the power of prayer and its availability to us, the
example of Elijah is given that “he prayed earnestly,”
encouraglng us to have falth and confldence when we pray.

Jas. 5 17 ”Ellas was a man subject to I|ke passmns as we -
are.. P e

This mornrng, we W||| begln Iooklng at E|I_|ah where the

Scrlptures |ntroduce us to h|m in 1 Klngs 17 1

1 Klngs 17 1 And Eluah the TISthte Who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab As the LORD God of
Israel liveth, before whom | stand, there shaII not be dew nor
rain these years, but accordlng to my word. s

2 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saylng,

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and h|de thyself by
the brook Cher|th that 3 before Jordan L e




4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and |
have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and |
have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did accordlng unto the word of the LORD:
for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherlth that is before
Jordan | i o o _

6 And the ravens brought hlm bread and ersh in the morning,
and bread and ersh |n the evenlng, and he drank of the
brook. B e e |

7 And it came to pass after a whlle that the brook drled up,
because there had been no ra|n |n the Iand . -
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l. ELJAH’S EXPERIENCE IN THE CONFRONTATIO_N, 1 Kings 17:1

A. The Fearle.ss'_ Co.‘hfrontati‘on' '1’.Kings 17:1

1 Kings 17:1 And E|Ijah the Tlshblte Who Was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, sald unto Ahab, As the LORD God of
Israel I|veth before whom | stand there shaII not be dew nor
rain these years but accordlng to my Word o L

The name “Elijah” means “My God is Jehovah.”




1 Kings 16:30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight
of the LORD above all that were before him. |

31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thlng for him
to walk in the sins ofJeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took
to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the
Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worsh|pped him.
32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal,
which he had built in Samarla |
33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab dld more to provoke |

the LORD God of IsraeI to anger than aII the klngs of IsraeI
that were before h|m B | |

-B. The Falthfu|Conversat|on Jas 5 17 |

Jas. 5 17 Ellas was a man subject to I|ke passmns as we are,
and he prayed earnestly that it mlght not rain: and it rained
not on the earth by the space of three years and SiX. months._ =




"Expect great things from God; attempt great thlngs (o]
God!" — William Carey |

https://www. chrlstlanltvtodav com/h|storv/people/m|S$|onarles/W|II|am—carey html

Psa. 106:23 Therefore he sa|d that he would destroy them,
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to
turn away h|s wrath Iest he shouId destroy them

Our gap is found in Rom 12 1 2 =

“Good — Acceptable Perfect” W|II ofGod

Rom. 12 11 beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodles a Ilvmg sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this worId but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable and perfect WI|| of God |




* When the Lord wants us to “stand in the ga_p,” we need to
remember... R | L

Jas. 5:17 “Elias was a man subject to like passions as we
are...” . L .

. As.the L0rd strengthened _""'E”'I-’ije*hi's'o c'a"'n' He.s'trehgthen'_us!_

Phil. 4: 13 I can do aII thmgs through Chrlst WhICh
strengtheneth me o hh |




Il. ELIJAH’S EXPERIENCE IN CHERITH 172 7 (Cherlth =
"cutting") | |

1 Kings 17:2 And the word of the LORD came unto hlm
saying,

3 Get thee hence and turn thee eastward and hide thyself by
the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

4 And it shall be, that thou shaIt drink of the brook and I
have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did accordlng unto the word of the LORD:
for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherlth that is before
Jordan. = | = |

6 And the ravens brought h|m bread and ersh |n the morning,
and bread and flesh |n the evenlng, and he drank of the
brook. o e

7 And it came to pass after a whlle that the brook drled up,
because there had been no ra|n |n the Iand | f




A. The Command, 1 Kings 17:2-4.

1 Klngs 17:2 And the word of the LORD came unto him,
3 Get thee hence and turn thee eastward and hide thyself by

the brook Cherlth that is before Jordan ,
4 And it shaII be, that thou shaIt dr|nk of the brook and |

have commanded the ravens to feed thee there
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Original Word: n")

Transliteration: Kerlth | -
Definition: a brook where E|Ijah was hldden = 3 cuttmg
https //biblehub. com/hebrew/3747 htm

Prov. 22:3 A prudent man foreseeth the eV|I and hideth |
hlmself but the 5|mple pass on and are punlshed (Prov.

3 The Lord promlsed and prowded for E|Ijah — ”THERE i

' Eluah didn’ t IOOk for greener pastures — He wa|ted .
'IOatlentIy on the Lord doe

Jas. 5:17 ”Ellas was a man subject to I|ke passmns as we
are".” . _ s : . _ : .. _




B. TheCommi_ssion, 1 Kings 17:5-7

1 Kings 17:5 So he went and did accordingunto the word of the
LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cher|th that is before
Jordan. - |

6 And the ravens brought h|m bread and flesh in the morning, and
bread and flesh in the evenlng, and he drank of the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a wh|Ie that the brook drled up, '
because there had been no ra|n |n the Iand .

HNEL was bb-edient, wal}king by falth fff:aS God commanded “W.5;

There is no mentlon of any d rscontentm EIijah’S attitude.

Perhaps E|Ijah was Paul’s role deel"’ fol enceu ragement:




Phil. 4:11 Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have
learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith to be content.
12 | know both h_ow.to be abased, and | know how to abound:
every where and in all things | am instructed both to be full
and to be hungry, 'both_-,to"ab-oun_d.and to suffer need.

Phil. 4: 19 But my God shaII supply aII your need accordlng to
h|s r|ches |n glory by Chrlst Jesus | - |

Heb. 13 5 Let'your"conversatlonbe W|thout covetousness
and be content with such thlngs as ye have for he hath sald
I W|II never Ieave thee nor forsake thee &L




* Remember Abraham’s faith in offering up'lsaac

Gen. 22:8 And Abraham said, My son, God W|II prowde hlmself a Iamb
for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together

C. The ChaIIenge 1 Krngs 17 7 ' e

1 Kings 17:7 And |t came to pass after a wh|Ie that the brook drled up,
because there had been no ram |n the Iand
after-a whiIe = sIowI'y Ios.ingthe b-Iessing'of God’s p-roViSion

Job 1:21 And sald Naked came I out of my mother S womb and naked

shall | return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD e _ e

. E|Ijah suffered as a resuIt of h|s own prayer|

Jas. 5:17 ’_’Ellas w.as a man.___subje_c_t to -I-|ke. __pa_ssmns'as we are...”




| _ Conclusion _
Elijah is experiencing ”Iife Iessons from the Lord

* God looks for speC|aI people durmg dlfflcult tlmes to accompllsh His
purpose.

God’s methods may be surprlsmg to us but we must be obedient...by
faith. . cl s -

God deemsf' us'very [ mportantforHls work' His wa_y,“-?for His. glory'.

God wants us set a5|de for H|s tralnlng, for His glory, and for our
benefit. ' LA AR _ _ _ 6

God’s direCtion'_ mcludes His p rov15|on, protection, and preparation.
God revea"ls' H'i“s. Wi"l'nl for o ur '_I'i;ves' '*a s"-‘ﬁwe rjeed to khowit.f

God drles us the brook of H|s prowsron |n order to Iead us to H|s next
step for our I|ves | . |




Heb. 13:5 Let your conversation be without Covetou’shess and be
content with such things as ye have for he hath said, | W|II never leave
thee, nor forsake thee ' '

Rom. 8:28 And we k_novv thatall"_things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who. are-th:e 'calledf-accordi'ng to his purpose.

|sa. 49: 14 But Zlon sald The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath
forgotten me ' Lam L |
15 Can a woman forget her sucklng ch|Id that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb? yea they may forget yet will |
not forget thee. cae e . |
16 Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of my hands thy waIIs are
contmually before me L |




