Elijah — A Man Like Us?
Jas. 5:16-18




Jas. 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man avalleth much.

17 Elias was a man subject to like passmns as we are and he
prayed earnestly that |t mlght not rain: and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years and Six months

18 And he prayed agaln and the heaven gave ra|n and the |
earth brought forth her frwt |




We have a tendency to look at a person like Elijah as though
he is in a different spiritual class than we are, yet the Bible
indicates that he was ||ke you and me. The Greek word used
here is as follows: : - |

Original Word ouOLonaGnq

Transliteration: hommopathes =

Definition: of like feelings or affectlons |

Usage: of like feelings, havmg similar pa55|ons and feelings, of

like |nf|rm|t|es (I|ke passmns) https //blblehubcom/greek/3663 htm

Acts 14: 15 And saylng, Slrs why do ye these thlngs? We also
are men of like passions W|th you, and preach unto you that
ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which
made heaven and earth and the sea and aII thlngs that are
there|n _ e SR s _




In James 5:16b, the Bible makes a strong declaration — “...The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
To teach us the power of prayer and its availability to us, the
example of Elijah is given that “he prayed earnestly,”
encouragmg us to have falth and confldence when we pray.

Jas. 5 17 ”Ellas was a man subject to I|ke passmns as we -

dare..




1 Kings 17:7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook
dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8 And the word ofthe LORD came unto him, saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and
dwell there: behold | have commanded a WIdOW woman
there to sustain thee L

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath And when he came to
the gate of the C|ty, behoId the widow woman was there

gathering of sticks: and he caIIed to her, and said, Fetch me, |
pray thee, a I|ttIe water in a vessel that | may drink.

11 And as she was gomg to fetch it, he caIIed to her, and sald
Brlng me, I pray thee a morseI of bread in th|ne hand




12 And she said, As the LORD thy God I|veth | have not a
cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a
cruse: and, behold, | am gatherlng two sticks, that | may go
in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and
die. |

13 And E|Ijah sa|d unto her Fear not go and do as thou hast
said: but make me therecf a I|ttIe cake first, and bring it unto
me, and after make for thee and for thy son. *
14 For thus salth the LORD God of IsraeI The barreI of meal
shall not waste ne|ther shaII the cruse of oil fa|I until the day
that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth

15 And she went and did accordmg to the saylng of Elljah
and she, and he, and her house, d|d eat many days

16 And the barreI of meaI wasted not, nelther did the cruse of
oil fail, accordlng to the word of the LORD wh|ch he spake by
Elijah. Lo a e e e Sy




|. THE UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT

1 Kings 17:7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook
dried up, becausethereha.d been'no rain'in the land.

A. The Loss of Resources ~ the brook drled up

Jas. 5:17.‘ ‘ Elias'_'Was" a mansUbject _tollike p_a's-siens' as we

I

are...




B. The Location of Replenishment '

1 Kings 17:4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the
brook; and | have commanded the ravens to feed thee
there... G B s e

8 And the word of the LORD came unto h|m saylng,

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath WhICh belongeth to Zldon and
dwell there: behoId I have commanded a W|dow woman
there to sustaln thee e e | e
10 So he arose and went to Zarephath And when he came to
the gate of the city, behoId the W|dow woman was there
gathering of sticks: and he caIIed to her, and said, Fetch me, |
pray thee a I|ttIe water |n a vessel that | may dr|nk




1. The Command —v. 9 “Arise, get thee to
Zarephath and weIIthere

‘When the Lordsent ‘EI,‘ijah to hide at the brook Cherith, He
said that He would- feed hi-..m- THERE.. |

When the Lord toId E|Ijah to go to Zarephath He said to |
% dweIIthere | B | -
Ezek. 48 35 It Was round about elghteen thousand measures:
and the name of the C|ty from that day shall be The LORD is
there | L

nin’ ‘mw G . - .
Jehovah- shammah - "Jehovah IS there




2. The Compliance —v. 10 ”So he arose and went to
Zarephath v |

 We enjoy the bIessmgs of God when we obey H|m and
follow His W|II for our I|ves o |

Prov. 3:5 Trust in the LORD W|th aII thlne heart and Iean not
unto thine own understandlng | |

61nall thy ways acknowledge h|m and he shaII dlrect thy

. Eluah Iearned how to be cut of from all everythlng wh|Ie
at Cherith, humbllng waltlng on the Lord to prowde and
prOteCt hlm S : _ : L 5




* The Lord led Elijah to Zarephath to Iearn more I|fe lessons
in his feIIowshlp W|th the Lord

” :

Jas. 5:17 “Elias was a'fman .subje(:t to like passions as we

3 Th--ecfo‘m pIi'c_a‘-'ft'"i.-.ofh'--.% v9 i

1 Kings 17 9 Arlse get thee to Zarephath wh|ch belongeth to
Zidon, and dweII there behold I have commanded a widow
woman there to sustam thee it | |
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The journey to Zarephath from Cherith was 85- 100 mlles taking
several days dunng the famlne .

The Lord led Eluah stralght |nto Jezebel S homeland S belongeth to
Zidon... = - S

1 Kings 16 31 And it came to pass, as |f |t had been a Ilght thing for him
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal klng of the Zldonlans, and went and
served Baal, and worshlpped hlm | - 9
32 And he reared up an aItar for BaaI |n the house of Baal WhICh he had
built in Samaria. .

33 And Ahab made a grove and Ahab dld more to provoke the LORD
God of Israel to anger than all the klngs of Israel that were before h|m

4 EI|Jah WEN glel' to be dependent upon a poor W|dow for h|s
preservatlon . - ._

Jas. 5:17 ’_’Elias wfas a man subject to like passions as we are...”




Il. THE UNEXPLAINABLE DEMAND '

1 Kings 17:10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when
he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman
was there gatherlng of stlcks and he caIIed to her, and said,
Fetch me, | pray thee a I|ttIe water in a vesseI that | may
drink. e - .

11 And as she WER gomg to fetch lt he caIIed to her and sa|d,*
Bring me, | pray thee a morsel of bread in thine hand.

12 And she said, As the LORD thy God I|veth | have not a
cake, but an handful of meaI in a barrel, ‘and a little 0|I ina
cruse: and, behold Iam gatherlng two stlcks that | maygo
in and dress |t for me and my son that we may eat |t and
dia: L \ |




13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast
said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and brmg it unto
me, and after make for thee and for thyson.

14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barreI of meal
shall not waste, ne|ther shaII the cruse of 0|I fall until the day
that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth |

15 And she went and d|d accordmg to the saymg of Elljah
and she, and he, and her house did eat many days |

16 And the barreI of meaI wasted not nelther did the cruse of
oil fail, accordmg to the word of the LORD WhICh he spake by
EIIJah 0 i \ ; _




A. The Prowdentlal Resource — « behold the WIdOW
womahn was there i '

B. The ProvisiOn Re_quested _,—'-_’_’-.'..Fe_tch me, | pray thee, a
little water in ave_ss.el'," -that-I. may drink.”

There was a famlne and E|Ijah had JUSt made a Iong, trylng
Journey He was thlrsty |

EIuah |nterrupted the WIdOW s grauous quest to |ncIude |
| somethlng to eat B o |

1 Klngs 17:11 And as she was gomg to fetch /t he caIIed to

her, and sa|d Brlng me | pray thee a morsel of bread in thine
hand. Lot nn s R e e | _ |




C. The Practlcal Response

1 Klngs 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God I|veth | have
not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in
a cruse: and, behold, | am gatherlng two sticks, that | may go
in and dress it for me and my son, that we  may eat it, and

die.

e The W|dow recognlzed Elljah and h|s God —f ‘..As the LORD

| thy God l|veth i -

The W|dow expressed her despalr = my Jelg and | are ready
to die — “behold, | am gathering two sticks, that | may go
in and dress it for me and my son that we may eatit, and

die” S e

+ _Eljah calmed her fears, then directed her to feed him, first.




1 Kings 17:13 And Elijah said unto her Fear not go and do as
thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and
bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.
14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal
shall not waste, ne|ther shaII the cruse of 0|I fall until the day
that the LORD sendeth ram upon the earth | |

. Eluah explalned that her obedlence would be honored by |

Jas. 5:17 “Elias was a man subject to like passions as we

are.... .




Il. THE UNENDING DELIGHTS

1 Kings 17:15 And she went and did according to the saying
of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.
16 And the barrel of meaI wasted not, nelther did the cruse of
0|I fail, accordmg to the word of the LORD wh|ch he spake by

A The Falth ExerC|sed - ”And she went and d|d accordlng
to the saymg of Eluah o " | |

. The Lord used Eluah to bless what the W|dow had in her "
possessron o | S

+ The Lo rd uses the same principle for us, today.




2 Cor. 8:11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as
there was a readlness to will, so there may be a performance
also out of that wh|ch ye have. |

12 For if there be firsta W|II|ng mlnd itis accepted accordlng
to that a man hath and_ not a_cco_rdlng to that he hath n_ot

B The Food Experlenced — & and she and he and her
house dld eat many days | -

C. The FeIIowshlp Enjoyed = and she and he and her

D. The Falthfulness Expressed V. 16 4 ”And the barreI of
meal Wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil il
accordlng o) the Word of the LORD WhICh he spake by
Elijah. Lo C Sl




Zarephath = "cruci_ble, melting” = refinery

. To fertilize the soil of our faith, tr|aIs are sprlnkled upon us
throughout our I|fet|me ' -

1 Pet. 4:12 BeIoved th|nk |t not strange concernlng the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some strange thlng happened unto you

Jas. 1:2 My brethren count |t aIl Joy when ye faII |nto d|vers
temptations;.. e . - -

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptatlon for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of I|fe WhICh the Lord hath promlsed to
them that Iove hlm e -

. We mature in our falth and reaI|ze that such pa|nfuI exper|ences
result in the growth and deveIopment of our fa|th %

Prov. 17:3 The f|n|ng pot /s for erver and the furnace for goId but the _
LORD trieth the hearts o e _ -




1 Thess 2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak not as pIea5|ng men but
God, which trieth our hearts |

1 Pet. 1:6 Whereln ye greatIy rejome though now for a
season, if need be ye are |n heavmess through manlfold

temptations: o | |
7 That the trlaI of your falth belng much more preC|ous than
of gold that perlsheth though it be tried with fire, might be

found unto pralse and honour and glory at the appearlng of

Jesus Chrlst o

Jas. 5:17 ”Elia'si was a man subject to Ilke ”'passiono-_z,:,as we

dare...




E. The Forfeit Explained

Luke 4:25 But | tell youofa truth, many widows were in
Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up
three years and SIX months when great famlne ER

throughout all the Iand | o
26 But unto none of them was Ellas sent save unto Sarepta,

a city of Sldon unto a woman that was 2 W|dow

Jas. 5:17 ”Ellaswas a man subject to Iike passi_Ons aswe




Conclusion
Elijah was eXperiencihg “life Iesso"ns” from the Lo'rd.

The brook dried up, then the Lord d|rected E|Ijah to the
widow in Zarephath N |

After bein g -ffCut foff',_’_",_‘ EIIJahwas 'seht to the "refinery.”

The Lord worked in mlraculous Ways to prowde for the
W|dow who prowded for Eluah '

-I\/Iany forfelted the blessmgs of God Whl|e the W|dow and |
her son had plenty L e A




Heb. 12:14 Follow peace with aII men and hollness without
which no man shaII see the Lord:

15 Looking diligently lest any man fall of the grace of God; lest
any root of bltterness sprlnglng up trouble you, and thereby
many bedefiled; . . oo |

16 Lest there be any fornlcator or profane person as Esau,
who for one morsel of meat sold h|s b|rthr|ght .

17 For ye know how that afterward when he would have
inherited the blessmg, he was rejected for he found no
place of repentance though he sought it carefully with
tears S = S

Jas. 5:17 “Elias was a man subject to Ilke passio_r-ls_,as we

dare...




