Elijah — A Man Like Us?
Jas. 5:16-18




Jas. 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man avalleth much.

17 Elias was a man subject to like passmns as we are and he
prayed earnestly that |t mlght not rain: and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years and Six months

18 And he prayed agaln and the heaven gave ra|n and the |
earth brought forth her frwt |




We have a tendency to look at a person like Elijah as though
he is in a different spiritual class than we are, yet the Bible
indicates that he was ||ke you and me. The Greek word used
here is as follows: : - |

Original Word ouOLonaGnq

Transliteration: hommopathes =

Definition: of like feelings or affectlons |

Usage: of like feelings, havmg similar pa55|ons and feellngs of

I|ke |nf|rm|t|es https //blblehub com/greek/3663 htm -

Acts 14: 15 And saylng, Slrs why do ye these thlngs? We also
are men of like passions W|th you, and preach unto you that
ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which
made heaven and earth and the sea and aII thlngs that are
there|n _ e SR s _




Jas. 5 17 ”Ellas was a man subject to like passmns as we
are.. o -

1 Kings 17:17 And it came to pass after these things, that the
son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his
sickness was so sore, that there Wwas no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto E|Ijah What have | to do with thee, 0
thou man of God? art thou come unto me to caII my sinto
remembrance and to sIay my son? |

19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him |
out of her bosom and carrled h|m up |nto a Ioft where he
abode, and laid him upon his own bed o e

20 And he cried unto the LORD and sald O LORD my God
hast thou also brought evil upon the wrdow W|th whom |
SOJourn by sIaylng her son? e |




21 And he stretched himself upon the Chl|d three times, and
cried unto the LORD and said, O LORD my God I pray thee,

let this child's soul come into him again. |
22 And the LORD heard the voice of Eluah and the soul of
the child came |nto h|m agaln and he reV|ved

23 And Elijah took the Chl|d and brought him down out of the
chamber into the house and deI|vered h|m unto h|s mother
and Elijah said, See thy son I|veth Gl '

24 And the woman said to E|Ijah Now by thls I know that
thou art a man of God and that the word of the LORD in thy
mouth is truth ' | e .




Elijah and the widow at Zarephath are coplng durlng a very
difficult time: - -

*: The spiritual atmesphere |s horri'ble With idolatry.

The economy |s horrlble espeC|aIIy W|th the drought and
famme ¢ - S

The emotlonal stablllty |s horrlble W|th the passmg of the |
| WIdOW S son - | |

. THE CATASTROPHE INTENSIFIES % -” there was no breath
left in h|m . : e ,

1 ngs 17 17 And |t came to pass after these thmgs that the
son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his
sickness was so sore, that the_re was no breath left in him.




A. The Deterioration — “...after these thlngs the son...fell
sick; and the srckness was so sore..

B. The Death o there was no breath left in h|m

Eccl. 9:11 | returned and saw under the sun, that the race is
not to the SW|ft glolg the battIe to the strong, neither yer . .
bread to the wise, nor yet r|ches (e} men of understandlng, 1
nor yet favour to men of sk|II but tlme and chance |
happeneth to them aII L .

Mt. 5: 45 That ye may be the ch|Idren of your Father WhICh is
in heaven: for he maketh h|s sun to rlse on the evul and on
the good, and sendeth raln on the just and on the unjust.




Isa. 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee |

1 Pet. 5:7 Casting aII'f'yQurcare _uponl_ him ; for he careth for
you. . .. . - | o |

Il. THE CONVICTION OF INIQUITY— caII my 5|n to - |
remembrance e e

1 Kings 17 18 And she sa|d unto EI|Jah What have | to do
with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come untome to
call my sin to remembrance and to sIay my son? .




A. Attacking Elijah — “...And she said unto E|Ijah What
have | to do W|th thee O thou man of God‘-’ ?

B. Accusmg Eluah = ".art thou come to slay my son?”

Jas. 5:17 ”Elias'was_ aman 'su}l_aject_to Iike'p’aSsionsas we

are....

G ACk”0W|edgln8 tO Eluah L art thou come unto me to
call my sin to remembrance . - |

. _'| n' essenCe theIWide bl.afmedl G o:d for the death of her
"LEARN TO BLAI\/IE YOURSELF'” — Dr BOb Jones Sr |

Consider the attltude of a mah" after_God_s own heart:”




Psa. 51:1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressmns L |
2 Wash me throughly from m|ne |n|qu|ty, and cleanse me
from my sin. | e |

3 For | acknowledge my transgre55|ons and my sin is ever
before me. et T |

4 Against thee, thee onIy, have I smned and done th/s eV|I in
thy sight: that thou mlghtest be jUStIfIEd when thou speakest,'
and be cIear when thou Judgest e |

1. THE CONFUSION OF INTEN_TION —-.’.’ hast thou aIso
brought evil upon the W|dow toams e

1 Klngs 17 20 And he cr|ed unto the LORD and sa|d (o, LORD
my God, hast thou also brought evnl upon the W|dow with
whom | sojourn, by sIaylng her son? | . -




A. The Decision to Call upon the Lord — ”And he crled unto
the LORD...” | |

 Before we Iearn anythlng about Eluah we learn that he
was a man of prayerI e |

s 12:1 . Hel'-p;fLoRDI;L -

Jer. 33:3 CaII unto me and I W|II answer thee and shew thee
great and mlghty thlngs whlch thou knowest not

Psa. 50 15 And caII upon me in the day of trouble 1 WI||
deliver thee and thou shalt glorlfy me | |




Psa. 102:2 Hide not thy face from me in the day when | am in
trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day when | call
answer me speedlly | S L

Psa. 116:2 Because he hath 'incl”ined his ear unto me,
therefore W|II | caII upon hlm as Iong as I I|ve |

Prov. 1 28 Then shaII they caII upon me but I WI|| not
answer; they shaII seek me earIy, but they shaII glo] f|nd me:

Jer. 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I th|nk toward you
saith the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of eV|I to glve you
an expected end. e i : |

12 Then shall ye caII upon me and ye shaII go and pray unto'
me, and | will hearken unto you Ry

13 And ye shall seek me, and flnd me when ye shaII search
for me with all your heart o o |




B. The Desire for Clarity from the Lord — “, O LORD my
God, hast thou also brought eV|I upon the W|dow by
slaying her son?” '- .

* Within our f|n|te I|m|tat|ons of humanlty, we do not always
understand what God |s domgI | |

oo 5:17_. ,-,E"asfwas a ma“SUbJect _t'°,',|ike passions as we
abe P e e 7

. Falthful bellevers often mlsunderstand what the Lord is




Jn. 9:1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man WhICh was blind
from his birth. | '

2 And his disciples asked h|m saylng, Master who did sin,
this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?

3 Jesus answered, Nelther hath this man smned nor his

parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest
. h|m o L | |

V. THE CHOICE T0 INTERCEIE - ’.--’ G|ve me thy son.. And he
cried unto the LORD W L -




1 Kings 17:19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he
took him out of her bosom, and carrled him up |nto a loft,
where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto ‘the LORD, and said, O LORD my God
hast thou also brought eV|I upon the W|dow with whom I
sojourn, by sIaylng her son? -

21 And he stretched hlmself upon the ch|Id three t|mes and
cried unto the LORD and sald 0 LORD my God | pray thee,
let this child's soul come |nto h|m again.

22 And the LORD heard the volce of Eluah and the souI of |
the ch|Id came |nto h|m agaln and he reV|ved Lok




A. The Request to the Widow - ”....Give_me__thy son...”

* The believer’s waIk of falth beglns W|th a S|mple step of
Trust. W

Prov. 23:26 My son glve me thlne heart and Iet th|ne eyes
observe my ways . ' -

- The ”|ntercessor must take the |n|t|at|ve for the sake of
someone eIse ' | S '

| _E|Ijah d|d not try to explaln an answer to the d|straught
Wldow (o 3 o L .

He chosetd oba o o




Rom. 11:2 God hath not cast away his people WhICh he
foreknew. Wot ye not what the scrlpture saith of Elias? how
he maketh mterces,s\lon to God agamst Is_raeI saying,

Rom. 8:26 L|keW|se the Splrlt also heIpeth our infirmities: for
we know not what we should pray for as we ought but the

Spirit itself maketh mtercessuon for us W|th groanlngs wh|ch
cannot be uttered. | |

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Splrlt because he maketh mtercessmn for the
saints accordmg to the will of God s

34 Who is he that condemneth? It IS Chrlst that d|ed yea
rather, that is r|sen agam who is even at the rlght hand of
God, who also maketh mtercessmn for us. L




Heb. 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by h|m seelng he ever liveth
to make mtercessmn for them |

1Jn.2:1 My IittIechildren'these things write | unto you, that
ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the rlghteous S

2 And heis the prop|t|at|on for our sins: and not for ours onIy,
but also for the sms ofthe whole world ' |

B. The Response for the WIdOW — Eluah took the ch|Id
2 and deI|vered h|m unto h|s mother '




1 Kings 17:21b “...cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my
God, | pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.

22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of -
the child came into him again, and he revived.

23 And Elijah took the ch|Id and brought h|m down out of the
chamber into the house and deI|vered h|m unto h|s mother:
and Elljah sald See thy son I|veth . ’

* There are no recorded |nC|dents of anvone ralsed from the
dead BEFORE thls |nC|dent EI||ah estabhshed the
precedent' ' ' \ | -




Jer. 32:17 Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven
and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and
there is nothing too hard for thee: .

27 Behold, | am the LORD the God of all ersh is there any
thing too hard for me? e -

Luke 1 37 For W|th God nothmg shaII be |mp055|ble

Luke 18: 27 And he sald The thmgs whlch are |mp055|ble with
men are p055|ble W|th God o - :

Jas,‘ 5: __1.7. ”EIiias was a mans ubJ ecttOIlke|OE=\SS|ons as we

dare...




V. THE CONFESSION OF INSIGHT - “...Now by this | know...”

1 Kings 17:24 Andthe woman saidto Elijah, Now by this |
know that thou art a man of God and that the word of the
LORD in thy mouth is truth -

A The Reallzatlon for the WIdOW —' L Now by th|s |

Mt. 5: 16 Let your I|ght so shme before men that they may
see your good works and glorlfy your Father wh|ch isin
heaven | _ Sni S . _ e .

B. The Recognltlon by the WIdOW — ¢ that thou art a man
of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is
truth” L - e




Unexpected tragedies are opportunltles for a bellever to
see God work. '

Answered prayers from the past glve us assurance to pray
in the present -_ o |

Answered prayers from the past encourage us to waIk by
falth in the future . : |

Jas. 5:17 ”EI'ias'____Was a '-ma',ri subjecttollke passions as we

are-.-




Summary

Trials and temptatlons are challenges that all people must
face. 5 |

Before bIamlng anyone seek cIarlty and gurdance from the
Lord th rough prayer .

| Learn to- wal_f_kalon_e_, B

| Lea rn .frorn aII experlencesofllfe '-:-".b.ef'ﬁ'it g"o'Od or bad..

Walk by falth knowmg that the Lord has aII thlngs under
control ' _ SR _




Conclusion

Rom. 8:28 And we know that aII thlngs work together for
good to them that Iove God to them Who are the called
according to hIS purpose | |

Prov. 3 5 Trust in the LORD wrth aII thme heart and Iean not
unto thine own understandmg e |

6 In all thy Ways acknowledge h|m and he shaII dlrect thy
paths | - e : |

Jas. 5:17 “Elias was a man subject to like passions as we

are.;... .




Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, ‘and do not the thlngs which |
say? _ _ , -

47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth
them, | will shew you to whom he is like: |

48 He is like a man which built an house, and dlgged deep, and laid the
foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat
vehemently upon that house and couId not shake |t for |t was founded
upon a rock. e Lo o -

49 But he that heareth and doeth not is Ilke aman that W|thout a
foundation built an house upon the earth against WhICh the stream did
beat vehemently, and |mmed|ately |t feII and the rum of that house
e great . _ G e

Eph 3 20 Now unto hlm that |s abIe to do exceedlng abundantly above
all that we ask or th|nk accordlng to the power that worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Chrlst Jesus throughout all ages,
world W|thout end. Amen L e - |




