
ARISE AND BUILD
Neh. 2:20

Invite Your One – The Personalized “Arise and Build”

Neh. 2:20 Then answered I them, and said unto 

them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; 

therefore we his servants will arise and build: 

but ye have no portion, nor right, nor 

memorial, in Jerusalem.



This morning we will stay with our theme, Arise and 

Build, but we will take a break from the Book of 

Nehemiah and focus our attention on…

Invite Your One

The Invite Your One is a program that provides each one the 

opportunity to have a “Personalized Arise and Build” involvement 

in our church.

We want to invite and incorporate everyone to be involved.  We 

will consider how this program can help us individually, and 

consequently, corporately as a church.  We will consider not only 

the “how,” but also the “why” we should be excited to get 

involved.  The ultimate reason is…to glorify the Lord Jesus 

Christ.



Last week, we began with Jn. 14:12-14, where the Lord Jesus 

expressed a very important principle to assure us, and 

encourage us, regarding His work, in which we could be 

involved: “…the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 

works than these shall he do…”

“A Greater Work”

Jn. 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, 

the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 

these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 

the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 



This morning we will consider…

Invite Your One

Rom. 12:1-8

“A Greater Church”

Rom. 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 

by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 

good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 

is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 

dealt to every man the measure of faith. 



4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members 

have not the same office: 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 

members one of another. 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 

to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the 

proportion of faith; 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 

teacheth, on teaching; 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him 

do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 

sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.



What does it mean to be involved in a local church?

� Everyone has opportunity to be involved or to ignore the 

opportunity.

� This passage pleads for involvement – to worship, and, to 

work.

� Worship leads to service (always!) What you worship is what 

you will serve. 

� Romans 12:1-2 (worship) leads to Romans 12:3-8 (serving) = 

“…the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 

than these shall he do…”

� Greater works will produce “A Greater Church!”



I. THE REASONABLE PRESENTATION, 12:1

A. The Pleading for Reasonable Service, 12:1a

Rom. 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore...” 

Paul: If you believe the Truth I just taught in chapters 1-11, then 

you’ll live it out! Accepting Christian truth should lead to living 

a Christian life. 



B. The Presenting of Righteous Self, 12:1b

� “Living sacrifice” = intentionally a paradox – “A living dead 
thing”. 

� You put to death the idea your life is your own, that you 
have the right to live as you choose. 

Romans 12:1 Notice the nouns:

� “…brethren…” (plural); Bodies (plural) • Sacrifice (singular)

� To be a living sacrifice is to die to yourself over and over and 
over.



1 Cor. 15:31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

� Romans 12:4 – A greater church is a diverse church (“many 

parts in one body”)

� Romans 12:5 – A greater church is a humble church 

(“individually members of one another”) 

II. THE RADICAL PROVING, 12:2

Rom. 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.



A. The Transforming Renewal, 12:2a “And be not 

conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind…”

� The spiritual development of a believer is to move from the 

old life of carnality and selfishness, to the transforming 

lifestyle of a believer who lives life to honor and glorify God.

B. The Testing Results, 12:2b “…that ye may prove what is 

that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

� A transformed believer lives life to fulfill the purpose of 

God’s will, completely.

� The spiritual growth is indicated by moving from “good” � 

“acceptable” � perfect “will of God.”



III. THE RATIONAL PERSPECTIVE, 12:3

Rom. 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every 

man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 

he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 

dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

A. The Humility Required, 12:3a “For I say, through the 

grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think…”



Humility strips away selfishness. 

• Selfless churches sacrifice for “one more.” True humility is a 

realization that God doesn’t owe you any- thing. 

• God owes us nothing. 

• We owe God everything. 

2 Cor. 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we 

thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 

15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not 

henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for 

them, and rose again.



• Pride is the opposite of humility.

• Humility = dependence on God 

• Humility = putting others first 

• Pride = dependence on yourself 

• Pride = putting yourself first 

Romans 12:3 “...not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think…” 

• Humble people ≠ selfish 

• Selfish people ≠ humble



B. The Humanity Respected, 12:3b “…but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 

faith.” 

Gal. 6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is 

nothing, he deceiveth himself.

• You can be theologically sound and biblically stupid. 

• You can know it all in your head and never live it out. 

• Your spiritual gifts are only productive if they’re running on 

humility. No one is exempt from humility in the church: 

Romans 12:3 “…every man…”  



IV. THE RELATIONSHIP PRINCIPLE, 12:4-8

Rom. 12:4 For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 

members one of another. 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 

to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the 

proportion of faith; 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 

teacheth, on teaching; 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him 

do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 

sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.



A. The Acceptance of Diversity, 12:4-5

Rom. 12:4 For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 

members one of another. 

The more diverse a church is, the more gifted a church is. 

� There is unity in diversity of many gifts within the body. 

• One body = unity

• Different functions = diversity 



� If we want a spiritually gifted church, then we should seek a 

diverse church.

• Ethnic diversity, people from different socioeconomic 

backgrounds.

• People with varying degrees of spiritual maturity (long-

term and new believers) 

• Men and women, people of all generations.

• Those who grew up in the community.  Those that are 

new. 



B. The Application of Diversity, 12:6-8

Rom. 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace 

that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according 

to the proportion of faith; 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 

teacheth, on teaching; 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him 

do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 

sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

Eccl. 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 

might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 

wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

Jn. 2:5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith 

unto you, do it.



1 Cor. 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 

ye do, do all to the glory of God.

Col. 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 

him. ... 

23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 

unto men;

1 Cor. 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be 

found faithful.



Summary:

How do we strip away selfishness?

1. Romans 12:3a “For I say, through the grace given unto me…”

� Humility begins with grace (unmerited favor from an 

unobligated Giver). 

2. Romans 12:3 “…not to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think…”

 

� Humility continues with true self-awareness.

3. Romans 12:4 “…we have many members in one body…”

� Selfless individuals become unified.



4. Romans 12:5-6: 

� This unity is in Christ (v. 5) and ends in grace (v. 6).

 

� Selfless people are self-aware people. 

� They don’t overestimate or underestimate themselves. 

� They don’t think too highly of yourself.

� Instead “think sensibly.” Don’t think too lowly of yourself 

either. 



Conclusion

Col. 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which 

are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 

earth. 

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 

appear with him in glory. 

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 

concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:



Heb. 10:10 By the which will we are sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

� There is a sacrifice once and for all. 

� Once = only Jesus.

� For all = all time and any person. 

Since we believe this, let’s do it. Let’s reach anyone and 

everyone. Reach your one! Invite your one! 


