
FAITH THAT GOVERNS LIFE DECISIONS

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things 

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.



1. Review. 

a. Faith as a verb, πιστεύω, is the activity of believing 
anything, be convinced of something.

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.

b. As a noun, faith is fuller, all encompassing.
Definition: πίστις, n.f., “faith, trust, confidence.”  It is a 
collective word that, in context, specifies the nature of your 
believing activity (the verb) as a whole as to its strength, 
quality, and type.

Ac 6:5  And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. 



2. The strength of your faith (noun) becomes evident by the 

spiritual life decisions you make.  The more spiritual, Biblical 

concepts you believe (verb) the stronger your cumulative 

faith (noun) will be.

3. The stronger your faith (noun, Heb. 11:1), the more you will 

make spiritual life decisions in your daily life.  

CHALLENGE: Develop faith that governs your life decisions.



A. Patterned after Biblical examples. 

1. Noah, 11:7  

Heb. 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned of God of 

things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 

ark to the saving of his house; by the which he 

condemned the world, and became heir of the 

righteousness which is by faith.

Gen. 6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always 

strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days 

shall be an hundred and twenty years.



Gen. 6:17  And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of 

waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is 

the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing 

that is in the earth shall die.

Gen. 6:9  These are the generations of Noah: Noah 

was a just man and perfect in his generations, and 

Noah walked with God.

2 Peter 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved 

Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, 

bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;



Gen. 2:4 These are the generations of the heavens 

and of the earth when they were created, in the day 

that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 

5  And every plant of the field before it was in the 

earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for 

the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the 

earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 

6  But there went up a mist from the earth, and 

watered the whole face of the ground.



2. Abraham, 11:8-19

a. Called out of his homeland.

Heb. 11:8   By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

b. Dwelt contentedly in Palestine without 
receiving any of it.

Heb. 11:9-10  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as 
in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10  For he 
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.



c. Sarah believed God for the birth of Isaac.

Heb. 11:11-12  Through faith also Sara herself 

received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered 

of a child when she was past age, because she judged 

him faithful who had promised.  12  Therefore sprang 

there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many 

as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand 

which is by the sea shore innumerable.



Heb. 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received 

the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 

persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on 

the earth.  14  For they that say such things declare 

plainly that they seek a country.  15  And truly, if they 

had been mindful of that country from whence they 

came out, they might have had opportunity to have 

returned.  16  But now they desire a better country, 

that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to 

be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a 

city.



d. Abraham offering Isaac.  

Heb. 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 

offered up Isaac: and he that had received the 

promises offered up his only begotten son,  

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be 

called:  

19  Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 

even from the dead; from whence also he received 

him in a figure.



B. Decisions about popular Christian thinking, 11:3.  

Heb. 11:3  Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made of things which 
do appear.

C. Decisions about worship and God’s acceptance, 
11:4

Heb. 11:4  By faith Abel offered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.



Gen 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 

brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.  

4  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 

the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to 

his offering:  5  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not 

respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

1 John 3:12  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and 

slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his 

own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.

John 4:23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 

worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 

the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24  God is a Spirit: 

and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 

truth.



D. Decisions about daily Christian living.

1. Decision about tithing.

Malachi 3:8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 

Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole 

nation.

10  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 

mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I 

will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 

that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not 

destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit 

before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

12  And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome 

land, saith the LORD of hosts.



2. Decision about God’s name in vain.

Exodus 20:7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 

for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

3. Decision about bible reading. 

Psa. 20:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

8  The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the 

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the 

LORD are true and righteous altogether.

10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them 

there is great reward.



4. Decision about use of your time. 

Eph. 5:16  Redeeming the time, because the days are 

evil.

Col. 4:5  Walk in wisdom toward them that are 

without, redeeming the time.

5. Decision about holy living. 

1 Pet. 1:15  But as he which hath called you is holy, so 

be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16  Because 

it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.



6. Decisions about purity.    Oh, what a struggle.   

Pride month, Isotopes.  The politically incorrect 

and Biblically correct terminology is Sodomite.

Prov. 30:12  There is a generation that are pure in 

their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their 

filthiness.


